Rivercrest School District
Mission Statement
The mission of the Rivercrest School District is to create an environment of high expectations
and intensive support in which each student is able to achieve.

Equal Education Opportunity
No student in the Rivercrest School District shall, on the grounds of race, color, religion,
national origin, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, age, or disability be excluded from
participation in, or denied the benefits of, or subjected to discrimination under any educational
program or activity sponsored by the District. The District has a limited open forum granting
equal access to the Boy Scouts of America and other youth groups.
Inquiries on non-discrimination may be directed to the superintendent, who may be reached at
(870) 655- 8633.
For further information on notice of non-discrimination or to file a complaint, visit
http://wdcrobcolp01.ed.gov/CFAPPS/OCR/contactus.cfm for the address and phone number of
the office that serves your area, or call 1-800-421-3481.

Uniformed Services Member's Children
For the purposes of this policy: "active duty members of the uniformed services" includes
members of the National Guard and Reserve on active duty orders pursuant to 10 U.S.C.
Section 1209 and 1211;
"uniformed services"4 means the Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard as well as
the Commissioned Corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and Public
Health Services;"veteran" means: a person who served in the uniformed services and who was
discharged or released there from under conditions other than dishonorable; “Eligible child”
means the children of:


active duty members of the uniformed services;



members or veterans of the uniformed services who are severely injured and medically
discharged or retired for a period of one (1) year after medical discharge or retirement; and



members of the uniformed services who die on active duty or as a result of injuries
sustained on active duty for a period of one (1) year after death.

An eligible child as defined in this policy shall:
1. be allowed to continue his/her enrollment at the grade level commensurate with
his/her grade level he/she was in at the time of transition from his/her previous school,
regardless of age;
2. be eligible for enrollment in the next highest grade level, regardless of age if the student
has satisfactorily completed the prerequisite grade level in his/her previous school;
3. enter the District's school on the validated level from his/her previous accredited school
when transferring into the District after the start of the school year;
4. be enrolled in courses and programs the same as or similar to the ones the student was
enrolled in his/her previous school to the extent that space is available. This does not
prohibit the District from performing subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate
placement and continued enrollment of the student in the courses/and/or programs;
5. be provided services comparable to those the student with disabilities received in
his/her previous school based on his/her previous Individualized Education Program
(IEP). This does not preclude the District school from performing subsequent evaluations
to ensure appropriate placement of the student;
6. make reasonable accommodations and modifications to address the needs of an
incoming student with disabilities, subject to an existing 504 or Title II Plan, necessary to
provide the student with equal access to education. This does not preclude the District
school from performing subsequent evaluations to ensure appropriate placement of the
student;
7. be enrolled by an individual who has been given the special power of attorney for the
student's guardianship. The individual shall have the power to take all other actions
requiring parental participation and/or consent;
be eligible to continue attending District schools if he/she has been placed under the legal
guardianship of a noncustodial parent living outside the district by a custodial parent on active
military duty.

Homeless Students
The Rivercrest School District will afford the same services and educational opportunities to
homeless children as are afforded to non-homeless children. The Superintendent or his/her
designee shall appoint an appropriate staff person to be the local educational agency (LEA)
liaison for homeless children and youth whose responsibilities shall include, but are not limited
to:

Receive appropriate time and training in order to carry out the duties required by law
and this policy;

coordinate and collaborate with the State Coordinator, community, and school
personnel responsible for education and related services to homeless children and
youths;

Ensure that school personnel receive professional development and other support
regarding their duties and responsibilities for homeless youths;

Ensure that unaccompanied homeless youths:
o
Are enrolled in school;
o
Have opportunities to meet the same challenging State academic standards as other
children and youths; and
o
Are informed of their status as independent students under the Higher Education
Act of 1965 and that they may obtain assistance from the LEA liaison to receive
verification of such status for purposes of the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid;

Ensure that public notice of the educational rights of the homeless children and youths
is disseminated in locations frequented by parents or guardians of such youth, and
unaccompanied homeless youths, including schools, shelters, public libraries, and soup
kitchens, in a manner and form that is easily understandable.
To the extent possible, the LEA liaison and the building principal shall work together to ensure
no homeless child or youth is harmed due to conflicts with District policies solely because of the
homeless child or youth’s living situation; this is especially true for District policies governing
fees, fines, and absences.
Notwithstanding Policy 4.1, homeless students living in the district are entitled to enroll in the
district’s school that non-homeless students who live in the same attendance area are eligible
to attend. If there is a question concerning the enrollment of a homeless child due to a conflict
with Policy 4.1 or 4.2, the child shall be immediately admitted to the school in which enrollment
is sought pending resolution of the dispute, including all appeals. It is the responsibility of the
District’s LEA liaison for homeless children and youth to carry out the dispute resolution
process.

For the purposes of this policy “school of origin” means:

The school that a child or youth attended when permanently housed or the school in
which the child or youth was last enrolled, including a preschool; and

The designated receiving school at the next grade level for all feeder schools when the
child completes the final grade provided by the school of origin.
The District shall do one of the following according to what is in the best interests of a homeless
child:
1.


2.

Continue the child's or youth's education in the school of origin for the duration of
homelessness:
In any case in which a family becomes homeless between academic years or during
an academic year; and
For the remainder of the academic year, if the child or youth becomes permanently
housed during an academic year; or
Enroll the child or youth in any public school that nonhomeless students who live in the
attendance area in which the child or youth is actually living are eligible to attend.

In determining the best interest of the child or youth, the District shall:
o
Presume that keeping the child or youth in the school of origin is in the child's or youth's
best interest, except when doing so is contrary to the request of the child's or youth's
parent or guardian, or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth;
o
Consider student-centered factors related to the child's or youth's best interest,
including factors related to the impact of mobility on achievement, education, health,
and safety of homeless children and youth, giving priority to the request of the child's or
youth's parent or guardian or (in the case of an unaccompanied youth) the youth.
If the District determines that it is not in the child's or youth's best interest to attend the school
of origin or the school requested by the parent or guardian, or (in the case of an
unaccompanied youth) the youth, the District shall provide the child's or youth's parent or
guardian or the unaccompanied youth with a written explanation of the reasons for its
determination, in a manner and form understandable to such parent, guardian, or
unaccompanied youth, including information regarding the right to appeal. For an
unaccompanied youth, the District shall ensure that the LEA liaison assists in placement or
enrollment decisions, gives priority to the views of such unaccompanied youth, and provides
notice to such youth of the right to appeal.
The homeless child or youth must be immediately enrolled in the selected school regardless of
whether application or enrollment deadlines were missed during the period of homelessness.

The District shall be responsible for providing transportation for a homeless child, at the
request of the parent or guardian (or in the case of an unaccompanied youth, the LEA Liaison),
to and from the child’s school of origin.
For the purposes of this policy, students shall be considered homeless if they lack a fixed,
regular, and adequate nighttime residence and:
A.
Are:

Sharing the housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship, or a
similar reason;

Living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, or camping grounds due to the lack of
alternative adequate accommodations;

Living in emergency or transitional shelters;

Abandoned in hospitals; or

Awaiting foster care placement;
B.
Have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed for or
ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings;
C.
Are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus
or train stations, or similar settings; and
D.
Are migratory children who are living in circumstances described in clauses (a) through
(c).
In accordance with Federal law, information on a homeless child or youth’s living situation is
part of the student’s education record and shall not be considered, or added, to the list of
directory information in Policy 4.13.

Special Education Program
The district shall provide a free appropriate public education and necessary related services to
all children with disabilities residing within the district, as required under the Individuals with
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Americans
with Disabilities Act, and Arkansas Statutes.
It is the intent of the district to ensure that students who are disabled within the definition of
Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 are identified, evaluated and provided with
appropriate educational services. Students may be disabled within the meaning of Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act even though they do not require services pursuant to the IDEA.
For students eligible for services under IDEA, the District shall follow procedures for
identification, evaluation, placement, and delivery of services to children with disabilities
provided in the state and federal statutes governing special education. Implementation of an

Individualized Education Program (IEP) in accordance with the IDEA satisfies the district's
obligation to provide a free and appropriate education under Section 504.
The Board directs the superintendent to ensure procedures are in place for the implementation
of special education services and that programs are developed to conform to the requirements
of state and federal legislation. The superintendent is responsible for appointing a district
coordinator for overseeing district fulfillment of its responsibilities regarding students with
disabilities. Among the coordinator’s responsibilities shall be ensuring district enforcement of
the due process rights of students with disabilities and their parents.

